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trial activity to a very low level indeed. Since industry was
largely related to an export market, and transport of the fin-
ished product to Japan or elsewhere was out of the question,
the need for operating the factories was not as i^reat as in nor-
mal limes. Various makeshifts were used in Rangoon and a
few other places to replace the rather adequate prewar power
plants which were demolished or bombed out. However, elec-
tric power consumption was very much below normal levels,
LABOR
Most of the unskilled industrial labor of prewar Burma was
Indian but, as shown in chapter xxiu much the greater part of
the total labor supply was indigenous. The flight of about half
the Indian population curtailed the industrial labor supply at
a time when it would have been impossible to operate all the
factories for other reasons. Moreover, the lack of facilities
for rice export very greatly reduced the amount of labor which
could usefully and economically be employed in Lower Burma
agriculture. Hence there was a considerable real surplus of
labor scattered about Lower Burma in particular. Tbe Japanese
authorities were not slow to take advantage of this surplus, and
local officials were forced to draft tens of thousands of unwill-
ing laborers into the "Sweat Army" and other auxiliaries of
the Imperial Japanese Army. Labor was used chiefly in road
building and similar works of military usefulness,
The flight of great numbers of Indian laborers raises a
delicate problem, that of their return to Burma now that the
war is over. About 10,(X)0 per mensem have returned thus far
this year, and while both governments appear to a^rn* in prin-
ciple that the evacuees should return, both have imposed some
control over their return, although that control is not as great as
control over immigration of Indians desiring to enter Burma as
laborers for the first time, The reconstruction of Burma's dam*
aged transport and industrial systems and flu* rebuilding nf the
main towns will require great amounts of local iuiwr or of im-
ported IiiiHan labor. It scents possible to solve the problem in
either way.